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My LoRD, 


HOUGH I have not the Ho- 
nour to be perſonally known to 
your Lordſhip, yet your univerſal 
Character, diſtinguiſh'd as much 
| by your Affability and Polite- 
| neſs as by your Wit and Quality, has encou- 
raged me to apply myſelf to you, upon an Af- 
fair in which my Honour and Intereſt, as well 
as that of my Family, are too nearly concern 
ed to be ſilent — I have the Honour, my | 
Lord, to be very nearly related to the Ho- 
5 B nourable 


nourable Family whoſe Apology I am writing; 
my Mother being Siſter to the celebrated Sir 
Francis, of immortal Memory. As we are a 
very numerous Family, and well allyed, no 
wonder that many of us are employed in emi- 
nent Poſts of Honour and Profit; and ſome- 
times perhaps in the Management and Direc- 
tion of Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence 
both in Church and State. Now, as all of us 
happen to be in a different way of thinking 
from your Lordſhip, all the World ſees you 
have contracted an incurable Averſion to the 
whole Family, Whenever you take it in 
your Head to be diſpleaſed with the Manage- 
ment of publick Affairs, upon every Suſpicion 
of political Miſconduct, the Cry is imme- 
diately raiſed upon us all ; the Guilt of every 
Miniſterial Blunder is charged upon ſome or 
other of our Kindred; though I will take upon 
me to anſwer for every individual Perſon con- 
cerned in ſuch Counſels or Tranſactions, that 
they ſhall ſeparately and jointly depoſe, upon 
their corporal Oath, that they have no more 
Relation to the Family than your Lordſhip, 
This is very hard! but what is {till harder, 
your Lordſhip: is ſaid to take this Liberty in 
the moſt Auguſt Aſſembly in the World; 
where, it 1s well known, we have not, at pre- 
ſent, ſo much as one Friend or Relation to 
undertake our Cauſe, or ſpeak one Word in 
our Juſtification, m_ 14 
Ass this muſt be thought a great Hardſhip 
upon ſo many innocent Sufferers, I humbly - 
intreat 


[ 3] 


fntre4t your Lordſhip's Indulgence, whilſt 1 
am endeavouring to do Juſtice to the moſt nu- 
merous Family in the Univerſe; and which 

zs by Blood, or Marriage, related to the moſt 
Illuſtrious Houſes in Europe. 

The Antiquity of our Family (an Article 
that has given Diſtinction and Precedency to 
man a worthleſs Litter, who had no other 
ſi ingl: good Quality to recommend them) may, 
I huinby preſume, with more than equal Juſ- 
tice, |be pleaded by us, who have been, in all 
Ages, diſtinguiſh'd by the moſt eminent and 
meritorious Services, and been rewarded ac- 
cordingly. I know it has been ſuggeſted by 
our Enemies, that we are but of Yeſterday, 
that we were the Aborigines of a certain 
neighbouring Kingdom, tranſplanted into this 
and other Countries all over the Globe by 
mer Neceſſity, to pick up a comfortable Sub- 


- ſte ice abroad, which we could not find at 


home. This is fo groſs a Calumny as could 
only proceed from downright Ignorance, or 
Malice, or both; ſince every one that has the 
leaſt Acquaintance with Hiſtory, muſt know 
the contrary, It appears by the concurrent 
Teſtimonies of the moſt ancient and faithful 
_ Hiſtorians, that we have made ſhining and 
illuſtrious Fi igures in every Age and Nation 
under Heaven: and even in our own, in 
which we are more immediately concerned, 
we have had Princes, Peers, Prelates, and 
Privy-Councillors ; not to mention Baronets, 
B 2 " 
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Simple Knights, Squires, and Juſtices of the 
Peace innumerable. | | 

We are informed by Hiſtory, that one of 
our Family was a Conurer, (an Honour that 
many an illuſtrious Houſe cannot boaſt of ) 
with this particular Circumſtance, that his 
Name was Simon, and he always went by 
the Name of Simon the Conjurer, But as he 
ſeems to have been but a poor Honey, and 
came to an untimely End, by an unſucceſsful 
Experiment even in his own Profeſſion, we 
are not very vain of our Relation ; and as he 
is faid to have lived a great while ago, and 
there has not been one in the Family ever fince, - 
we have taken a great deal of Pains, both in 
private and publick, to perſuade the World, 
that there never was any ſuch Perſon. I mean 
any ſuch Character; and that all the Pretend- 
ers to that Sort of Knowledge are Qwacks and 

Impoſtors, and ought rather to be puniſhed for 
Cheats, than Aſſociates with evil Spirits, who 
have ſomething elſe to do, than to be at the 
Call of every beggarly Raſcal, or doating old 
Woman, that pleaſes to employ them : Where- 
. as, if they had Leiſure or Inclination to trouble 
themſelves with our dirty Affairs, they might 
be admitted into Cabinets and Drawing-rooms, 
might have a Seat in * * * * #* or the Direc- 
tion of K, upon giving proper Secu- 
rity for their true and faithful Attachment, 
and due Attention to the Intereſts of their Pa- 

trons. But to return, 00 
$564 Though 


„ 
Though at preſent we lye under great and 
popular Diſcouragements, by the unreaſonable 
and ungrateful Oppoſition of ſome that ſhall. 
be nameleſs, who affect to forget that they 
owe their preſent Portion of Wealth and Power 
to the ſuperfine Policy of the J/rongheads, their 
Predeceſſors; yet we are not without reaſon- 
able Hopes of retrieving one Day the Honour 
and Figure of the Family, and contributing 
as much to the Glory and Proſperity of the 
- preſent or riſing Generation, as our Predeceſ- 
ſors have done to the paſt. To enter into a 
Detail of the many Services we have been do- 
ing to the Publick, would be an endleſs and 
needleſs Taſk : I ſhall rather chuſe to lay be- 
fore your Lordſhip a ſhort View of ſeveral 
wonderful Improvements and Refinements we 
have made in the three great Articles of Learn- 
ing, Religion, and Politicks, by which we ſtand. 
_ eminently diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of Man- 
kind; and from which we may one Day pro- 
miſe ourſelves ſuch a Superiority of Rank and 
Character, as is due to ſuch ſuperior Merit, 
and the Services, we are every Day doing to 
our native Country. "TE OTTER 
The Figure, we made, and the Rank, we 
ſuſtained in the Learned World for above a 
thouſand Years, is too well known to admit 
of a Diſpute; our Enemies themſelves confeſs 
it, and by a prepoſterous kind of Vanity 
upbraid us with it. It is well known that 
during that long Space of Time, we had the 
entire Government and Direction of much the 
; greater 
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greater Part of the Univer/ities, Churches, 
Schools, and Learned Societies in Europe, and 
filled moſt of the Profeſſors Chairs in every 

culty. This is ſo notorious, that we have 
ever ſince, by univerſal Conſent, obtained the 
diſtinguiſhing Title of The Schoolmen. And 
the Divinity and Philoſophy of thoſe Schools 
of ours, were the Light and Glory of thoſe 
happy Ages. We were the ſole Authors of 
thoſe immenſe Treaſures of Learning, which 
fince the Invention of Printing have made 
ſuch a pompous and voluminous Appearance 
in the Libraries of the Learned, under the il- 
luſtrious Titles of Summa, Sententiæ, Loci 
Communes, Diatribæ, Commentaria, Theſauri, 
Collectaneæ, Quaſtiones, &c. which by the 
barbarous Pride and Ignorance of the Moderns, 
are brought into ſo great Contempt, that no- 
thing but publick Libraries, ſecured by Locks, 
and Bolts, and Chains, can preſerve them from 
the worſe than Gotbicł Fury of Paſtry-cooks, 
Bandbox - makers, ' Grocers, and Chandlers. 
This was in a great meaſure owing to the 
malicious Oppoſition, we met with about two 
Centuries ago, from that bitter Enemy to all 
profound Erudition, Eraſmus ; who, with 
ſome other evil-minded Perſons in that and 
our own Country, raiſed ſuch a Cry and Per- 
ſecution againſt us, as had well nigh ended in 
the Deſtruction of our whole Family; not- 
withſtanding all which, though we were often 
obliged to ſhift our Quarters, in order to eſca 
the Fury of our Perſecutors, we ſtill continued 
| | to 
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to bold up our Heads, and make a tolerable 
Figure in ſome Parts of the World or other, 
from whence we have been able, from time to 
time, to ſend Authors and Profeſſors to ſome 
of the molt eminent Societies in Europe. And 

theſe are they that have enriched the Learned 
World viith many voluminous Enquiries, a- 
cute Conjectures, and profound Diſcoveries in 
every Branch of Science, and Article of 
Learning. 

Very few of us indeed have pretended to 
be Aubrey of particular Syſtems, founded up- 
on Principles, and regularly digeſted into Con- 
cluſions; yet have we not been wanting in 
our beſt Endeavours to improve and illuſtrate 
ſeveral Articles of Knowledge, which others 
have through Pride, or Ignorance, overlook'd, 
or deſpiſed. How many curious and learned 
Diſſertations, for inſtance, have we publiſh'd, 
De Nummulis, Veſtibus, Vaſibus, Fibulis, Ca- 
chlearibus, Salinis, Urms, Balneis, Sepulchris, &c. 
| Romanzs, to the great Comfort and Edification 
of all trae Lovers of Antiquity, and the clearer 
Elucidation of the moſt valuable Writers of 
that Age and Nation? and convinced the 
Learned World, that the venerable Ruſt of 
one of thoſe precious Reliques was of more 
Value to a true Virtuoſo, than the moſt exact 
Knowledge of the Genius, Policy, and Actions 
of thatimighty Nation. For how could we 
poſſibly form an exact Notion (for inſtance) 
of a Roman Feaſt, and the luxurious Enter- 
tainments ſo frequently deſcribed by the Sa- 

: | | tyriſts 


1 
tyriſts and Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, wicht 
out knowing the exact Form of the Tables, 
Diſhes, Spoons, Salts, Cookery, and Sauces - 
that were uſed on thoſe Occaſions? What 
Idea could we have of the Beaux and Belles of 
ancient Rome, when they made their grand 
Appearance at a Ball, in the Theatre, or at 
Court, unleſs we know exactly the Name, 
Shape, and Matter of every Price and Article 
| of their Dreſs, without which many a fine 
1 Paſſage in- Petronius, Perſius, Fuvenal, and 
ö Horace, would be perfectly unintelligible? It 
was this ſort of Knowledge, that enabled a cer- 
tain great Genius of our own to write ſuch ex- 
cellent Notes upon Atbenæus; in order to 
which, he ſpared no Coſt nor Pains to pro- 
cure the beſt Light he could from the Writings 
of the Ancients. In the Courſe of his Enqui- 
ries, he had the good Fortune to find an ex- 
cellent Receipt for a Pudding, in one of Ari- 
1 s Plays. He alſo diſcovered the true 
Way of making and frying the celebrated 
Alphiton, or Barley-meal Pancake of the Spar- 
fans, and the black Broth of the Lacedæmo- 
nians; as alſo the Matter and Form of the fa- 
mous Ther:clean Cups, which were uſed in their 
moſt magnificent Entertainments ; with many 
i other important- Diſcoveries in the Greek and 
| Roman Cookery. By his profound and exact 
| Knowledge of the Roman Corffeure, he has 
given abundant Lights to many obſcure Paſ- 
 fages in the Roman Satyriſts ; particularly that 
in Fuvenal, which has ſo much puzzled the 
ancient 
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ancient Scholiaſts Compagibus altis edificare 
caput, \nhich in ſhort was neither more nor 
leſs than dreſſing a Commode. By theſe and 
other uſeful Labours of this Sort, we have 
contributed not a little to the Improvement of 
the Belles Lettres in all Parts of Europe, eſpe- 
cially in Germany and 1taly, as well as in our 
own Country. How many learned Editors, 
Tranſlators, Commentators, Criticks and Gram- 
marians have we produced? How many va- 
rious Readings even of various Readings, how 
many Notes upon Annotations, Criticiſms up- 
on Criticks, and Commentaries upon Commen- 
* tators have we publiſh'd? How many elabo- 
rate Treatiſes have we compoſed upon ſuch 
Subjects as never enter'd into any Heads, or 
employ'd any Pens but our own? How many 
uſeful and valuable Vords, Letters, Commas, 
Colons, and Semicolons, and other Cements and 
Ornaments of good Writing, which by the 
barbarou} Ignorance, or unpardonable Negli- 
gence of Tranſcribers and Printers have been 
mutilatei!, defaced, miſplaced, or loſt, have 
we recovered and reſtored to their proper 
Rank and Dignity in the Republick of Learn- 
ing? 5 9 
The reference that has been given by a 
* Learned Writer to the Germans and Italians 
in theſe Improvements and Refinements of 


Learning, is, in my Opinion, little leſs than 
* 4 Deſcription of Holland. London 1743. 
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a national Reflection upon our own Coun- 
trymen; and I verily believe was fo in- 

tended, | 
The Germans (ſays he, p. 199.) have wrote 
alogies innumerable, and frac % many 
Diplomata, Acls, Rules, and Uſages, not only 
of every State and Province, but of every petty 


Seigniory, Diſtrict, Village, School, Convent, 
Univerſity, &c. enough, collected together, to 


compoſe a Body of 5 or 600 Folios, have with 
infinite Pains, Paſſion and Prolixity cleared up 
a remote Hint of an ancient Poet about an old 


Medal, or the Situation of a Lake, as Matters 


of infinitely more Importance than to know the 
Hiſtory of thetr Forefathers, and the Virtues 
of thoſe Waters, Plants, Food, Fruit, and Air 
fo neceſſary. to their Country and themſelves. 
Which to be ſure was quite right. For as for 
the Virtues of their Soil, Waters, Plants, Food, 


Fruit and Air, in which the moſt illiterate 


Blockheads in the Country, and the Beaſts 
themſelves, had as great an Intereſt as the 
moſt learned Philoſopher, they were proper 
Subjects of Enquiry for Phyſicians, Gardeners, 
Dairy-men and Graziers ; but were unworthy 


the 1 Attention of Men of Science and 


profound Erudition: Whereas to a true Vir- 
tuoſo one Purſe of Braſs or Silver Medals 
would be of more Value than 100 of Portu- 
gucſe Gold; and the recovering the Situation 
of an old Lake, would be of more Conſe- 
quence than recovering a good old Manſion- 

| Houſe 
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Houſe and 5000 Acres of dry Land to the 
Family. 

He proceeds (p. 200 We Learning and 
Enquiries of Italy have been very well employed 
during the three laſt Centuries. It is nw 
found out and demonſtrated beyond the Poffibi- 
lity of Centradiction, that the Corona radialis 
had twelve Rays in it, and not fix or eight as 
Was fondly believed before : That Juno Soſpita's 
Feet were always bare, though the Generality 
of Ati zuaries and Sculptors have been fo 1g- 
ran as to wrap them up in Buſtins or Stock- 

ings. I is alſo fully made out that the Tibia or 

gellet 1 more Stops than it bas hitherto 

hk deſcribed to have; and this the laſt Pope 
but ine, who was a very profound Scholar, 4 
clared to be his Opinion, though he would not 
fake upon him to gſcertain their Number. Se- 
veral other Virtuof,, of more Prefumption, though 
perhaps not more Learning, have ventured to 
give their Conjettures upon this nice Point, 
in very curious and elaborate Diſſertations. 
And for two hundred and fifty Years paſt, not 
"only Italy, but the greate Part of Europe, 
have been in à very groſs Error, concerning the 
particular Dreſs of Priapus ; whereas now 
there 1s nothing clearer, than that the afore- 
ſaid God had ſeveral Dreſſes, which ſeveral 
eminent Men are now employed in making out. 
Pliny's tu floating Iflands are not yet found 
out; but what has not been may in time be ef- 
fected. The learned Perſons who are at preſent 
| C43 in 


[121 
in Purſuit of them conceive, they have made @ 
greater Progreſs towards that Diſcovery, than 
the moſt diligent of their Predeceſſors. | 

Whilft this ingenious Writer is doing Juſtice 
to theſe learned Foreigners, he cannot help 
diſcovering a manifeſt Partiality and Prejudice 
to our own Countrymen, and often infinuates, 
with a malicious Sneer, their Ignorance or 
Neglect of theſe valuable Branches of Learn- 
ing. He profeſſes himſelf to be an Engliſb- 
man, that has lived moſt of his Time abroad, 
which muſt be allowed to be the beſt Apo- 
logy for his Ignorance of the State of Learning 
among us. I myſelf am able to furniſh out a 
goodly Catalogue of very learned and pro- 
found Enquiries, entirely of Britiſh Growth, 
no whit inferior either in Bulk or Utility to 
the moſt elaborate Performances of other Na- 
tions. Has he never read or heard of the 
many uſeful Diſcoveries, we have made in the 
ſeveral Branches of Learning? Has he never 
| ſeen a learned Diſſertation upon the Antiquity 
and Uſes of Yeathercocks? Where we have 
proved to a Demonſtration, that though they 
are much in modern Ule, they are by no 
means a modern Invention, but were as an- 
cient as the Argonautic Expedition, being in- 
vented by Zetbys and Calais, the Sons of Bo- 
reas, though greatly improved fince their Time; 
we have found out, and proved beyond Con- 
tradiction, that the Syharites were the firſt 
that laid Roſe-cakes and Lavender among 


their 
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their Linen; and that no leſs a Perſon than 
Sardanapalus was the firſt Inventor of Cuſhi- 
ons, and by conſequence of Squabs and Eaſy- 
Chairs; to the great Eaſe and Refreſhment of 
the Learned and the Lazy to all ſucceeding 
Generations ; but our moſt valuable Work is 
a MS. Treatiſe 4 Umbracul:s, of the Nature 
and Uſe of Screens, which though a very an- 
cient and uſeful Invention, and of a very ſim- 
ple Nature, has received ſuch Improvements 
from the united Studies and Encouragements 
of the greateſt Men among us, that it may 
_ juſtly gy eſteemed one of the moſt valuable 
_ Utenſils, even in the greateſt Families. This 
uſeful Machine was not unknown to the 
| Greeks, who called it 'Eaiz4Auuua, and by an 
Expreſſion common among them Kaxwv: £71 
x4 Auupun £5 © FAST», one would be apt to 
conclude it was always made of Gold or Si 
ver. But the learned Scriblerus has found out 
from comparing ancient Authorities, that the 
true Reading is not e, but IAgTay ; 
which, as it cannot well -be rendered into 

Engliſh, I ſhall leave to the Conſideration of 
the Learned, though it ſeems rather to ex- 
preſs the Name of the Inventor, than the Ma- 
terials of which it -is made. Of theſe the 
Publick may ſoon expect to ſee a very ample 
and curious Specimen, being the Collection of 
my much honoured Friend and Kinſman Fef- 
. fery Pidale, Eſq; who has been many Years 
employed 1 in picking up whatever was cM 
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and valuable in every Branch of Literature. I 
ſpeak with the more Confidence of this in- 
eſtimable Work, becauſe one of the moſt ex- 
traordinary Pieces was communicated to him 
through my Hands; of which I beg leave to 
give your Lordſhip a ſhort Hiſtory. | 


The learned and worthy Dr, Trimeter was 
a Profeſſor, and Head of a learned Society; 
from whom, as a Friend and Relation, I had 
often received diſtinguiſhing Marks of Af- 
fection and Eſteem. In his laſt Illneſs he ſent 
for me, and told me, he had a Secret of great 
Importance to communicate to me; that he 
was in Poſſeſſion of a Piece of Learning, the 
Labour of fourteen Years, which, he modeſtly 
believed, no Man in Europe was Maſter of 
but himſelf; and that he had long determined 
to put it into my Hands, that it might not 
die with him, and be irrecoverably loſt to 
Poſterity. The Knowledge, I had of his great 
Abilities and ſerious Turn of Mind, and the 
great Gravity with which he exprefs'd himſelf, 
made me conceive, it was ſome Roficrucian 
Myſtery, in which Society he had been ini- 
tiated many Years ago. Sometimes I fancied, 


he had diſcovered the Grand Elixir, or ſome 


other Chymical Secret But he delivered me 
a little Roll of Paper, with this remarkable 
Speech. Conſin, (ſaid he) you are now in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a great Secret, which, when I am 
dead, you will poſſeſs without @ Rival, It is 


not 
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not eaſy to conceive the Gratitude and Tranſ- 
port with which I received this ine/timable 
Depoſitum. I made all the Haſte, I decently 
could, to my Study, in order to examine the 
Contents, I double lock'd my Door, ſhut up 
my Windows, lighted up two large Candles, 
waſh'd my Hands, and compoſed myſelf with 
all the Gravity required of a Philoſopher, and 
a Student in the Occult Sciences, and then 
opened my Packet; and, to my unſpeakable 
Surprize, found it to be nothing leſs than a 
Critick upon Waſes Senarius, ſhewing, to a 
Demonſtration, that that Great Man, who was 
in the higheſt Reputation for his critical Know- 
ledge in the Metre of Plautus and Terence, had 
fallen into the common Miſtakes of vulgar 
Criticks and Grammarians; that he had fre- 
quently confounded the Anapæſtus with the 
Tribrachus, and in no leſs than five ſeveral 
Places, had miſtaken the Bacchiys for the 
Antibacchius, with ſeveral other unpardonable 
Miſtakes in the Rules of Scanſon: Shewing 
alſo a* the ſame Time, that the true Scanſion, 

is the only infallible Way of aſcertaining the 


Þ 


true Reading. — A noble Diſcovery! But as 


my Head was not violently turned to this Sort 
E. Erudition, and I was unwilling that the 
Labour of ſo many Vears ſhould be loſt to 
the Farned World, by falling into vulgar 
Hands, I made a Preſent of it to my learn- 
ed Kinſman, who will ſoon make a Preſent 
of it and ſome other Rarities to the rk 
. | ick, 
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lick, with the ſame Generoſity, that I did to 
3 N 2455 
The ſame great Genius has compoſed ſeve- 
ral other Pieces of equal Uſe and Value, which 
J hope to recover, and convey to the Publick 


by the ſame Canal. The firſt was a little Trea- 
tiſe De Tripode, or, The Uſes and Antiquity of 
tbree-legged Stools; ſhewing them to be much 
more uſeful and ancient than the four-legged 
or Joint-ſtool, in which many curious Points 
both in Hiſtory and Philoſophy are occa- 
fionally diſcuſſed. Another, De Muſcipulis ; 
or, A Diſſertation upon Mouſe-Traps : intend- 
ed as a kind of Critick upon Mr. Hol/d/worth's 
celebrated Poem, ſhewing the ancient Uſe of 
them among the Greeks and Romans, and that 
he was entirely miſtaken as to the Occaſion 
and Manner of their Invention. ——1 have al- 7 
ſo ſeen two Theological ' Diſſertations (as he i 
calls them :) 1. Upon Gehaz?'s Leproſy. 2. Up- = 
on Fugas's Thirty Pieces of Sifogr, In order 
to make the firſt quite a complete Work, he 
wrote to a Friend of his, who was travelling 
in the Levant, to make all the Enquiry he 
could, whether any Branch of Gebazi's le- 
prous Family were living; and, if poſſible, to 
procure a Twig or two to be ſent over at his 
Expence, which he intended to make a Pre- 
ſent of to the College of Phyſicians, to be 
ſhewn among their exotick Curioſities whilſt 
living, and afterwards to be preſerved in Spi- 
rits of Wine, as a perpetual Argument againſt 


Infidelity, 
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as follows: T. Sir, Jam ſorry to meet you fo 


b_ 


Infidelity, — The other was an occaſional 
Meditation upon Good Friday. Being hinder- 


ed by a Cold from going to Church, I went 


to viſit him after the Service was over. I 
found him very buſy in Calculation; he told 


me he had been employing his Thou ghts upon 


the Subject of the Day, that he had computed 
the Sterling Value of the Thirty Pieces, and 


what it would have amounted to by this Time, 
Intereſt upon Intereſt at 5 per Cent. Upon 


my Word, ſays he, it would have been a noble 
Sum, a ” ib Thing for his Family, believe me, 


+ Couſin; many a Great Man, whom I could 


name, would bave done the fame Thing far 


| half the Money. I hope theſe invaluable 
Pieces may be recovered for the Good of the 


Publick. 

There will be alſo in the ſame Collection 
ſome choice Anecdotes of a Reverend Mem- 
ber of our Family. As he is ſtill living in a 


good Degree of Splendor and Reputation, 1 


ſhall conceal his Name, and fave his Bluſhes 
for the Honour, I am doing him. He was 


early diſtinguiſh'd in the Univerſity for his ſin- 
gular Modeſty, and invincible Affection for 
Solitude and Cuſtard ; he walk'd much, ſaid 
little, and read leſs; but, doubtleſs, paid it off 
with thinking. His Tutor, a Stranger to the 


Genius of our 7 amily, imputed this Behaviour 
to Stupidity and Idleneſs; and therefore meet- 
ing him one Day in his Walks, accoſted him 
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oſten walking abroad, I wiſh you would keep at 
"Heme, and ſtudy. P. Study, Sir, why ſo I do; 
T read the Clafficks. T. Pray which of them? 
P. Tread Terence. T. How much have you 
read? P. I have read fourteen Plays. The 
good Man lifted up his Hands and Eyes with 
Admiration, and faid ; Sir, T would have yon 
*read Virgil. Aye, indeed; Virgil (faid he) J 
now Fim too Tell. Too well F(faid the Tutor.) 
Sir, what db you mean? Why, Sir, (faid he) 
u that he ftole the very firſt Verſe of his 
Boot out of the Grammar. This ſurpriſing 
Diſcovery threw the poor Gentleman into ſuch 
immoderate Convulſions, as had like to have 
deſtroyed all his retentive Faculties at once; 
but when he had a little recover'd himſelf, he 
conſidered, that as my good Couſin certainly 
was an Original —an exalted Genius far above 
Ordinances, and the vulgar Methods of Edu- 
cation, he determined to leave him to his own 
Inventions, in which he profited beyond mea- 
ſure. In ſhort, he took his Degrees, enter'd 
into Orders, and is now a great Pluraliſt and 
a Dignitary. The firſt Account T had of this 
laſt Promotion was at a Coffee-houſe, where 
it was the Subject of much Converſation and 
Merriment among a Set of Gentlemen, who 
ſeemed to have no great Eſteem or Affection 
for our Family. Upon which one of them 
faid, For my Part I am not at all ſurprixed 
that a Man'who has been for 'ſo many Years a 
"moſt remarkable Blunderbuſi, ſhould at laſt be- 
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come a Canon. At which they all burſt into. 


a molt incomprehenſible Laughter. This pro- 
voked me not a little; I look'd ſternly upon 
them, and with a grave Tone reply'd, Gentle- 
men, you may be as merry as. you pleuſe, but re- 
member, there is à good old Proverb aohich ſays, 
Let him laugh that wins. I then look d at 
my Watch, paid-down-my- Peny, and left 
them to finiſh their Laugh by themſelves. 
How great ſoever my Couſin's Preferment 
may be, I think, he has reaſonable Expecta- 
tious of greater, having been more than once 
employed by his Patrons to compoſe ſome 
ſhining Pieces for tbe Gazetteer, in which he 
out did bis. uſual Out+doings ; and for which, | 
in my poor Judgment, he. can never be ſuffi- 
ciently rewarded. As be ſometimes does 
me the Honour to converſe with me upon Sub- 
jects of Learning, I have made ample Diſco- 
veries of the Strength of his Genius, and the 
Profundity of his Underſtanding; and may 
venture to promiſe the Publick ſomething very 
cur ous and entertaining worthy ſuch a Ge- 
nius and ſuch a Pen. I happened one Day to» 
mention my great Eſteem for the late Bi 
Hooper's. Treatiſe of Weights and Meaſures, he 
turned ſhort upon me, and with. a contemp- 
tuous Smile told me, That Thorndyke's iat 
Weghts and Meaſures were worth a Tbonſand 
of them. As I make it a Point of Duty as 
well as good Manners, not to contradict a 
Dignitam, J took care to be exceedingly aſto- 
up D 2 niſh'd 
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niſh'd at his judicious Remark, and excuſed 
myſelf, by — my want of Capucity | 
to make the Compariſon. 

Another Time we were talking of the Re- 
formation; and as I could not help mention 
ing the Part that Cromwell bore in that Tranſ- 
action, he began to upbraid me with my Ig- 
norance in Hiſtory and Chronology, and un- 
dertook to demonſtrate, that bat Uſurper 
could not poſſibly bave any Hand in that 
Affair, being not born till near an hundred 
Years after.” Finding me quite thunderſtruck 
at this Diſcovery; and utterly unable to make 
any Reply, he — und 1 
very reſpectfully took my Leave. But 
meeting him by chance fince, he told me 
that he had taken the Pains to procure a 
Certificate of Cromwel!'s Age from the Pariſh 
Regiſter at Huntingdon, where he was born, 
from! whence it /appears that he was born in 
the Year 1599; whereas the Reformation was 
in the Beginning of that Century. He con- 
cluded with ſome very judicious Remarks up- 
on the Negligence and Temerity of dur Eng- 
Ia Hiſtorians in falling into ſo palpable an 
—_ which he intended to conſute upon a 
per Occaſion. Theſe two curious Sub- 
Lal che tle Reader may poſſibly find large- 
and e mſtantially handled in the afore- 
41d Collection. 200 97; Bils vA! o Hose 


The Improvements in natural Knowledge 


3 cx have becn made by ſeveral Vircuoſo's of 


our 
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common Diſcoveries in the Anatomy 


Which dhe alle 
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our Family, are too conſiderable to be 'over- 


| look'd or deſpiſed by equitable Judges and 


Lovers of Learning. How many natural Cu- 
foſities have been neglected by - the-unphilo- 
ſophical | Herd as Trifles not worth their 
Knowledge, had not we by incredible Ap- 
——— and Succeſs reſcued them from the 
ntempt of the Illiterate and Ignorant, and 
thereby drawn the Attention and Admira- 
tion of. the Learned both on them and --aur- 
eptiles,, Vermin, Animai- 
cules of ail Sorts, Flowers, Plants, Minerals, 
Maſſes, Shells, Pebbles, &c. which had long 
been deſpiſed: and trampled: on by . . 
as common Graſs or Stones in the 


terate 
Highway, have been by our united Labours 


diſcovered, diſſected, improved and poliſhed, 
and recommended in many ingenious 
tations to the Notice and — — 
Lovers of curious Learning. Some very un- 
of Snails 
and Spiders made by our late learned Kinſ- 
man, Sir Nicholas Grmerack, Knt. and his 
learned and worthy Aſſociate Dr. Jobunnes 
Blſerickius, will ſoon be din ſome 
Form or other, being of! too much Conſe- 
uren to be loſt ot 30 te 

I bad lde te have: forget; one-Articl, in 
glory, and defy the whole 
World to invalidate our Title; and that is, 


_ the great Number of very pretty Poets we 
| * produced in all Ages, more in Fropor- 


tion 


tion (I dare ſay) than an hundred to one of 
any other Family, whoſe Names at leaſt, if not 
their Labours, will, by the peculiar Felicity 
of our Family, be rendered immortal by thoſe 
very Means by which that Hypercritical Cen- 
for Pope endeavoured to ſuppreſs and deſtroy 
them. We had once a Thought of publiſh-; 
ing ſome ſelect Pieces in the above - mentioned 
Collection; but as we find among our Friends 
a much greater Number than was expected, 
and all ſo equally valuable, that tis hard to 
know to which to give the Preference; we 
are come to a Reſolution to publiſh the Whole 
by Subſeription, in about thirty Pocket Vo- 
lumes, under the Title of Minuſculorum Poe- 
tarum Opuſcula, Latina & Anglica. By which 
many a wonderful Performance will be pre- 
ſerved, that elſe had never ſeen the Light; and 
foraſmuch as ſome are ſo exceeding modeſt, 
as not to have the Author's Name prefix d, 
we ſhall endeavour to aſſign to every Pro- 
duction the true Name of the Parent, and 
give them the Honour due to their Labours. 
And as we are under great and ſpecial Obli- 
gations to that worthy and 55 Perſon 
Mr Egmimd Curl, Citizen and Bookſeller, for 
the many Years good and faithful Services he 
has been doing to our Family; we have a- 
gteed to give him all the Profits arifing from 
the faid Subſcription, &c. for the Term of 
ſeven Vears, the Property of thę Copy being 
ſecured in the Hands of ſuch Truſtees 45 (hall 
wot „ reſerve 
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urgchee the future Profits in Bank, to be a 
perpetual Fund for the decayed Wits and ſu- 


perannuated Poets of our Family. And as 


we have Reaſon to hope, from the Names 
and Intereſts of ſome of the Authors, who are 
Perſons of Quality and Diftindion, that it 
will be one of the largeſt Subſeriptions- that 
has been ſet on foot for ſome Years paſt: We 
propoſe, if the Funds will anſwer, to erect a 
commodious Building either in Grub-ftreet or 
Moorfields, for their Reception; where they 


may retire from the Sneers and Cenſures of 


an ill- jodging World, and ſpend the Remain- 
der of theit Days in Peace and ee 


So much fot our Teurning. 


4 


G me LO now, my Lord, to come to 


the Article of Religion; in which - we have 


ſome Merit to add, and ſome Title to your 
Lordſhip's Encouragement and Protection. 
We all agree, that that Learning which does 
not terminate in a Religion of ſome Sort or 


other, & at beſt but a Hlendid Tonorancez that 


nothing can make us truly wiſer that does 
not make us really better; and that the Peace 
and Intereſt of the Publick, andthe Quiet 
and Proſperity of Civil Society, is and ought 
to be the only End of all religious Inſtitutions. 
Now, as all Mankind have took it into theic 
Heads to have a Religion of one Sort or other, 
ſo it has been Matter of Grief and Complaint, 
that the Wan ind Controverſies * it 
| ve 
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have often produced very tragical Effects, not 
only to the Detriment of private Perſons, but 
to the endangering the Peace and Safety of 
Civil Societies. 
ſo little converſant in Hiſtory, can pretend to 
be ignorant how many Perſecutions, Maſſa- 
cres, Plots, Battles, and Aſſaſſinations he has 


read. of for the Sake (upon the Pretence at 
leaſt) of Religion, and an outragious Zeal for 


ſome diſtinguiſhing Doctrines and Opinions, 


ſome different Forms or Objects of Worſhip, 


which have produced tragical Effects in all 
Ages and Nations, whether Gentile, Feuiſb, 
or Chriſtian. Now what can be a greater 
Good to Mankind, what can contribute more 


to the preſerving the Peace of Civil Society, 


than to ſet Men right in theſe Enquiries, to 
remove theſe Illuſions, detect thoſe Impoſtures, 
and correct thoſe Errors that have fo long 


been the Cauſes of ſo much Diſſention and 
Confuſion in the World. And this (Jam 


bold to ſay) is an Honour reſerved for our 


Times, and for our Family, which we claim 


to ourſelves againſt all Competitors. 


- Miſtake me not, my Lord, we do not pre- 


tend to oppoſe Religion in general, that would 
be a fruitleſs Attempt. The World is ſo in- 
vincibly Pasa in Favour of an old Su- 
perſtition, that much the Majority will ſtill 
profeſs and defend it in ſome Shape or other. 
Our Buſineſs therefore is to ſhew the good 


People of Britain, that provided they profeſs 


ſome 


o Man that has been ever 
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ſome Sort of Religion, the particular Sort or 
Kind is a Matter of very little or no Conſe- 
quence, not worth contending about to the 
Diſturbance of Civil Society, or the Preju- 
dice of, our own' Intereſt. 7; Bey that will have 
4 May-pple, ſhall lave a May-pole; and they 
that will not, may let it alone: They that 
will have one of plain Afh or Elm, without 
any Ornaments or Decorations, are welcome to 
have it; but if another Pariſh of finer Taſte 
and greater Abilities will have one of Oak 
or Fir, elegantly dreſſed and painted, with a 
gilded Weathercock at Top, a Gallery in the 
Middle adorned with Garlands of Flowers, 
Ribbons and painted Paper, and the Name 

of the Sgui re, the Cburch-Mardens, Anno 
Domini, &c. in red Capitals at the Bottom, | 
they are equally welcome, provided they do 
not break the Peace, nor quarrel with their 
Neighbours for the Preference. 5 

A Religion (as I faid before) of ſome Sort 
or other Fa ſo long been the Faſhion, that 
I imagine it cannot cafily be rooted out, but 
will (till continue to have a ſtrange Influence 
upon the Belief at leaſt, if not the Practice of 
the filly ſuperſtitious Vulgar, though People 
of Senſe and Figure ſhould all agree to diſ- 
believe it; but then we have contrived to take 
off the Edge, to weaken the Influence, to a- 
bate the Terrors, and prevent the ill Effects 
of it, by repreſenting it in its true Light as 
a Matter of mere Indifference or — 
E ot 


[ 26 
of which a Man may take juſt as much as 
he pleaſes, and leave the reſt; and ſo may 
profels and practiſe fo much as he ſhall think 
fit and convenient for his temporal Intereſt, 
and leave the reſt of the World at Liberty to 
do the fame. And if it ſhould happen that 
the Government under which he lives, ſhould 
think it worth their while to interpoſe in an 
Affair of ſo little Conſequence, it would be 
a Point of Prudence and Duty, as well as 
Intereſt and Good-manners, to profeſs ſuch a 
Creed, and no other, as they ſhall think fit 
to eſtabliſi; and to recommend or oppoſe, 


* 


condemn or practiſe whatever they ſhall think 


fit to condemn or approve under the Names 


of Vice and Virtue, Truth and Error ; which; 
let me tell your Lordſhip, will be an un- 
ſpeakable Eaſe to weak Heads and tender 
Conſciences, which 1 humbly preſume are 
ſometimes found in Courts, as well as other 

Now, as nothing has contributed more to 
the Support of this Religious Phrenzy, than 
an Opinion of its being founded on a Re- 
velation from Heaven, which has been the 
conſtant Pretence of every Sort of Religion 
that ever appeared in the World; fo we aſ- 
ſure” ourſelves nothing can more effectually 


_ weaken its Authority, than to deſtroy or 


weaken that Pretence, by ſhewing the' weak 
and inconcluſive Reaſonings, the impoſſible 
Facts, the unintelligible Doctrines, as they 


appear 


teceived and the Author well rewarded ; be- 
ing for that, and ſome other good Services to 
Religion and Learning, promoted to a Dig- 
nity which had not been filled with one of 


our Family for many Generations, 
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appear to us, and the various Readings i in the 
ſeveral Copies of that Book, on which we 
Chriſtians (as a Man may fay) pretend to 
found our Chtiſtian Religion. —— This is a 
Point that we have laboured with good Suc- 
ceſs. And as the Religion of Nature, which 
we have ſubſtituted in its room, is a Scheme 
much more palatable to Fleſh and Blood, as 
it takes, off thoſe unnatural Reſtraints which 
the vulgar Notions of Religion have impoſed 
upon merry Hearts and fanguine Conſtitu- 
tions, and leaves Men at full Liberty to fol- 
low their own natural Inclinations, no won- 
der that we make numberleſs Converts a- 
mong the chearful, ſenſible, brillant Part of 
Mankind ; and, by their Influence and Ex- 
ample, among all Ranks and Orders of their 
Inferiors. — To all which I might .add, that 
one of our Family, ſome Years ago, publiſh? d 
a very uſeful and learned Treatiſe; I have for- 
got the Title, but the Detign of it was, to de- 
monſtrate the Proportion in which the Evi- 
_ dence and Credibility of all Hiſtories and Tra- 
ditions decreaſes with the Length of their Con- 
tinuance, fo as at laſt to be entirely loft, — 
The Application is eaſy, the Book was well 
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Vet in ſpite of our united Endeavours- and 


great Succeſs, ſo ſtrong is the Force of Reli- 
gious Prejudice, there are Numbers. who: {till 


pertinaciouſly adhere. to the old hum- drum 
Syſtems of Faith and Manners; we have 


therefore, with good Succeſs, employed ſome 
of our ableſt Heads and beſt Pens to pull off the 
myſterious; Dreſs, to reduce its affected Sub- 
limities, bold Hyperboles, and ſtrong Meta- 
phors to the ſober Standard of plain Reaſon, 


common Senſe, and common Forms and Rules of 
ſpeaking upon the hke Occaſſons.— Every bo- 


dy knows what terrible Diſputes and Conten- 
tions have reigned for many Ages about what 
we call the Chri/izan Sacraments. How many 
Volumes have been written ? Battles fought, 
and Lives loſt to decide a Queſtion concern- 
ing the Baptiſm of Infants in one Sacrament, 
and the Mode of the Divine Preſence in the 
ether? How many hard Words, ſuch as 
Tranſubſtantiation, Conſulhſtantiation, &c. have 
been comed to explain a Doctrine which both 
Sides in their Turn have owned to be inex- 
plicable? To put an End to theſe fatal Diſ- 
utes, | and to deliver thinking Men from the 
. on both Sides of theſe Queſtions, 


we declare freely to thoſe who are inclined 


to receive it, that they are Queſtions of no 
Moment, a mere Strife of Words, a Conten- 
tion about nothing, in which neither our Du- 
ty nor Happineſs are any way concerned. 
But if any Scruples yet remain among the 

"= Ignorant 
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Ignorant and Superſtitious, as to the Neceſſity 
of the Thing itſelf, as an Article of Church- 
Commumon, we further declare, that the 
firſt, that of Baptiſm, (if it ſnould be thought 
neceſſary) may be adminiſterd at any Age, 
or by any Perſon, as well by the Mid wife or 
the Nurſe, as by the Rector or the Curate.—— 
And as for the other, we declare that the Dif- 
ficulties are all of our own making, by turn- 
ing a plain Matter of Fact into an unintelli- 
gible Myſtery. 3%, BN eee Ae 


THE PLAIN ACCOUNT is this: 
We are told in the Bible, that ſomething 
more tl an 1700 Years ago, there lived in 
Judea a very good Sort of a Man, who ſet 
himſelf to oppoſe the Superſtition of the 
Country, and to introduce among them a 
new Syſtem of Religion or moral Virtue : 
which, conſidering the Purity of its Doc 
trines, and the Greatneſs of its Rewards, is 
generally allowed to be the yery- beſt that ever 
appeared in the World, excepting ſome few - 
unreaſonable Severities, and unnatural Prohi- 
bitions and Reſtraints, which People of Senſe 
and Breeding know how to diſpenſe with on 

proper Occaſions; the Freedom with which 
he repriwed the Vices of all Profeſſions and 

Characters, particularly the Pride and Hypo- 
criſy of the Prieſts, the Scribes and Pharijees, 
provoked all their Rage and Indignation a- 
gainſt ym , inſomuch that they were deter- 
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mined to get rid of him at any rate. They 
firſt accuſed him of Blaſphemy, for which, by 
their Law, he ought to die; but as they had 
not the Power of Life and Death, they could 
make nothing of it that way: They then 
came to a Reſolution to mts ith but 
were afraid of the People, Who had a | high 
Eſteem and Reverence for him, on Account 
of his Doctrines, and the many ood Wes 
he wrought among them; at laſt they 
vailed upon the Roman Governor partly by | 
Threats, and partly by Inſinuations of trea- 
ſonable Practices againſt the State, to con- 
demn him to die, in ſpite of his own Con- 
viction, and repeated Profeſſions of his Inno- 
cence. A little before his Execution he con- 
vened his Diſciples and Followers, and in a 
very ſenſible and affecting Speech confirmed 
the Doctrines that he had taught them, and 
left it as his dying Requeſt, that whenever 
they met together as a Society, they would 
never fail 0 drink to the immortal Memory of 
their Maſter. Now this is the ſhort and long 
of the Whole Matter, this is all there is in 
it. But to make it a neceſſary Duty, or 
Part of religious Worſhip, zo imagine that 


lere is any Promiſe in Scripture annexing a 


Benefit to the Uſe of it, efpecially that of 155 
miſſion of Sins, has this pecultar Abjurdity in 
it, that it detroys the very Notion of Remem- 
branice, "which is the Eſence of it; to make it 
tberg efore the atfudl 3 of any Benefits 

which 


; 
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ich we. vere only commanded to remember, 
7s altering the. Nature of it, as much as aftual 
partaling of any thing is different from re- 
membring it. Now this I take to be a very 
PLAIN; ACCOUNT of the Matter, 
which ola nly deſtroys at once all the puzzling: 


 Conlequelices ariſing from the vulgar Super- 


ſtition abhut it, which was. certainly calcu- 
lated for nothing elſe but to ſerve certain po- 


Ilitical Putpoles, for the Support of Ortho- 


doxy, Uniformity. and Prieſtcraft. As it has 
long been uſed as a Teſt for Admittance into 
civil as well as facred Offices, and a neceſſary 
Qualification for obtaining the higheſt Poſts 
of Home: and Profit boch in Church and 
State, noi e could conſiſtently be admitted in- 


to them d ut ſtaunch Orthodox Believers of 


the Myſtery, or abſolute Atheiſts. S0 long 
as a Man could be perſuaded to believe that 
an unbeligving Impenitent was an unworthy, 
Receiver 120 as ſuch was eating and drinking 


his own Damnation (or Condemnation). he 


might naturally be under ſome Terrors in 
performing an Action abſolutely neceſſary to 
his Advancement in the World: But when 
he is told by thoſe who may reaſonably: ba 
ſuppoſed 0 underſtand it, that there is no- 

thing mor : in it, than a grateful Remembrance 

of a great and good Bene factor, who made it 
his dying Requeſt to all his Friends and Diſ- 
ciples, any Man of common Senſe, Grati- 


* and may ſafely and conſiſtently 


join 
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join in performing it, whatever his private 
Sentiments and Notions of Religion may be 
on other Accounts. — Now this is directly 
pulling down thoſe unreaſonable Fences, En- 


_ Cloſures, and Partition-Walls which were in- 


tended to engroſs the Bleſſings of Wealth and 
Power in particular Hands, to confine them 
to certain Opinions, Ways of thinking, and 
Marmer of living, which are not in every 
Body's Power. People muſt and will believe 
and 3 as they pleaſe in ſpite of all your 


Creeds and Commandments, and ſo long as 


they are willing and able to ſerve themſelves 
and the Publick, they ought to meet with no 
Difficulties or Diſcouragements to deter them 
from ic.—So much for this uſeful and im- 
portant Diſcovery, which is entirely our own. 
Theſe, we may venture to pronounce, were 


great and uſeful Improvements for the Peace 


and Benefit of Mankind, and the Comforts of 
Civil Society; but we had greater and more 
extenſive Deſigns for the Publick Good, had 
the World been worthy of them, and given 
the Authors proper Encouragement: There 
was a Great and Excellent Perſon of our Fa- 
mily, one Mr. Aſgill, well known to the 
World by his Political Writings. O my 
Lord! he was a fine Man and an excellent 


Scholar; he had it ſeems by much Labour 


and Study found out an infallible Remedy 

againſt Death. He himſelf was verily per- 
ſuaded and convinced, that though for fo 
- WE a many 


* 
E 1 
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many / People. had got a Trick of dying 


from neration to Generation, yet they 
might Lelp it if they would. That it was 
entirely owing to a vitious Imitation, a ridi- 
culous Compliance with a prevailing Faſhion; 
a falſe; Modeſty, or a want of Faith and Con: 
rage, that, even People of Senſe would ſuffer 
themſeltes to be teazed and perſecuted by 
_ Phyficiins, Apothecaries, Parſons, and old 
Women, and at laſt to be delivered to Under- 
takers to be ſhov'd out of the World with 
their Heels foremoſt. 11 at firſt proj Sofed 
to keep the Secret to himſelf, or at east pre- 
ſerve it as a Family Neftrum, dreading, no 
doubt, the Contempt. and Jokes of the de, 
juded Aultitude, and the vigorous Oppoſition 
of the Doctor and the Parſon, who would 
not fail to oppoſe a Project, by which they 
muſt both expect to be Sufferers, as the one 
would no longer be paid for killing, nor the 
other for burying; not to mention the or- 
 ſhipfu;\ Company of Upholders, Pariſh Clerks, 
xtos 8, Grave-diggers, and all the other nu⸗ 
merog; Retainers to thoſe. whimſical Sglems 
nitits 3, But as he had the Honour to be a 
Memher of the Engli/5 Houſe of Commons, 
(for Bramber in Saft, 1 think) an Aſſembly 
famous all the World aver for unbiaſs'd In- 


tegrit ', unblemiſh'd. Honour, and publick 

Spirit he ſcorn d to be influenced by any 

G em * de Intereſt or Credit, 
F. 
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but boldly determined to ſacrifice both to the 
Welfare of Mankind and the Good of his 
Country. In Purſuarce of this laudable and 
generous Reſolution, in the Year 1700,, he 
publiſh'd his Scheme for the en e of 
the e d this Title of Nas 


AN 
ARG UMENT, 


PROVING 


That e to the Covenant 0 of Eternal 
Tie revealed in the Scripture, Men may be 


.. tranſlated from hence into that eternal Liſe, 
wirbout paſſing through Death, c. 


'*% 1,4 


_ He was ſo fully convinced of the Truth 

and Utility of his Scheme, that he. diſdained 
the popular Arts of engaging the Attention, 
and captivating the Affections of his Readers, 
2 an artful Addreſs to their Paſſions, or to 
ecoy them by a plauſible Train of Reaſoning 
into an unexpected Concluſion. No; — He 
opened his Packet, and let them into the 
whole Secret at once, that his Readers might 
know what they had to truſt to; * 
85 n 


1 


Man found in himſelf no Inclination to die, 
he right be furniſh'd with ſufficient Direc- 
tions! how to avoid it; but if any were fo 
cowardly, or fo modeſt, as to chuſe rather to 
die than break an old Cuſtom, or be out of 
the Faſhion, they might take it for their 
Pains, and have nobody to blame but them- 
ſelve. — Thus he begins: 
Ants obitum fœlix nemo ſupremaque fata, 
is a Fiction of the Poets, and that old Motto 
worn upon Tombſtonts, Death is the Gate of 
Life, is a Lye, by which Men decoy one ano-- 
ther into Death,. taking it to be a Thorough- 
fare into eternal Life, whereas it is juſt fo For 
out. of - the Way. (p. 10.) I am not unaware 
that the Cutom of the Warld to die has gain- 
ed ſuch a Prevalency over our Minds, by fre- 
poſſeſſing us of the Neceſſity of Death, that it 
Hands ready to fenllow my Argument whole 
without digeſting it; therefore (p. 11.) TI 
offer an Anſwer to the Cuſtom of the M. orid 
agg me < om itſelf, without 4 Reaſon 
for it, is "only an Argument 10 Pools. © Nor 
can tb Li e = Fee of one Man be af- 
fn as : "of the Life or ' Death of 
another Man, un als 4 Jame Tht ng Pappen t to 
them both, © 
Adahith if Sil" vn be Prophets are 
dtead. I bat then? Why Abraham died of 
Age," (as the Folk call it) and the Prophets 
were many of them knock'd on the Htad' —= 
2 Muft 


2 — 
——U—U— — 
* 


4 
i 
N 


— 


X - + n 2 * 
— - — * 5 
_ ee — — —  —— —— ( • 
— — — ay 


— 4 — — 
— = 


2 . - 

Ny we. 

0 : r 
3 — — — — 
— — a 


P * * 
e ee on 
by — —  Wper———_—_ 
- — ———— I em nn_ 


— 
— — 


«3m - 1 8 
— ---- * — bl 
as 


"———— — 


= > - x 
1 a cet =_ — w — —ͤ—ũ— —— 
CI ST — ITT RE = 


— —— * > ů — oo — * 
> — - : 1 * 
— — 


2 — - 
ry P — — 
_ X d — 1 
== —— = 
EO = 2 
— — — ——— — 
— — — — 


| 


—_— 4. 


[ 36 ] 
Muſt it therefore follow that either of theſe 
Deaths muſt baten to me, or becauſe they died 
of ene Death, I muſt die of another &—= ups 
poſſe my Mother died in Child-bed, muſt T there- 


fore do ſo 100 or becauſe my Father- "was 


hanged, muſt I therefore be | drowned ? —— 
Abraham is dead, and the Prophets are dead; 


What then ? — Why Abraham had à Son of 


his own begetting at one hundred Years old up- 
on a HWeman of ninety, bad an Army of, Men 
torn in bis own Houje, Flocks and Herds with- 
out Number, and' a while Country to feed them 
in. And the Prophets were Favourites f 
Heaven, could raiſe the Dead, and kill the 
Living. Muſt therefore any of ' theſe "Gifts, 
happen to me? Why then if I nuſt not par- 
take with Abraham and the Prephets in their. 
Bleſings, wwhy muſt I partake with: them in 
their Deaths? Nor did Abraham die, becauſe. 
the Prophets died; nor did the Propbets die, 
becauſe Abraham died. Then i their Deaths 
had un HFffect upon each. other, why' ſhould 
they have any Effect upon me? therefore the 
Cuſtom of the World to die, is no Argument, 
one cray ar ather. — What a glorious Scheme 
is this! how clearly ſtated! how demonſtra- 
tively proved! What Reward could be too 


great for ſuch an inquiſitive Genius, ſuch a 


generous Heart! But fee the Event. 
No ſooner did this curious, elaborate, uſeful 


Work appear, but People of all Profeſſions 
RAS ; took 
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took the Alarm; the Clergy were angry, the 
Phyſicians. were merry, and the reſt of the 
World fided with them; inſomuch that in a 
ſhort Time he and his Scheme becime the 
Jeſt and Abhorrence of all Converſation. The 
Houſe of Commons, of which (as J ſaid be- 
fore) he had the Honour to be a Member, 
and who had upon all proper Occaſions di- 
ſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their Attention to 
every uſeful Project, and Indulgence to the 
Projector, quickly convinced him of their Diſ- 
like, and that he had no more Favour to ex- 
pect within Doors than he had found with- 
ſo that inſtead of receiving the Thanks 
of tize Honourable Houſe, or an Addreſs. to 
the Throne for ſome gainful Office, or a good 
Penfion for Life, or ſo much as a Patent to 
ſecure: to himſelf and his Friends all the 
Honour and Profit that might. reaſonably, be 
expeited from ſuch a publick Service, he met 
with no other Reward than Cenſure and Ex- 
pulſion.— The good old Man was ſo thraugh- 
ly mortified by this unworthy Treatment, that 
he could not overcome it; and though he 
had often declared to his Friends in private, 
as well as publickly to the World, that he ne- 
ver would die in Complaiſance to any Cuſ- 
tom, Perſuaſion or Party whatſocver, and 
that if ever he ſhould: be ſo filly, that E died 
of u Religion: (p. 95.) yet at laſt he gravely 
reſolved to die, rather than live any «longer 

aps - 2 m 
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in ſuch an ungrateful Nation; and ſo he ac- 
tually did, without leaving his invaluable Se- 
eret behind him, to the great Grief and Diſ- 
appointment of all ſerious and thinking Men, 
and irreparable Loſs to Poſterity.— The 
barbarous Treatment of this uſeful publick- 
ſpirited Man has obliged us to keep our moſt 
abſtrufe Noſtrums to ourſelves, and deal only 
in ſuch popular and obvious Notions as are 
level to the Capacity of the Bulk of Readers. 
Such as Super ſtition, Enthufiaſm, Creed-makers, 
Prieſt-Craft, Brgottry, Pious Frauds, Oracles 
of Reaſon, Natural Religion, &c. by which 
we ſtill keep up the Cry, and ſupport our 
Friends, who, in ſpite of all Endeavours to 
conceal it, are by much the Majority in all 
The Diſputes about the different Forms of 
Church Government, Sacerdotal Powers, Ec- 
olefiaſtienl* Diſerphne, and twenty other ap- 
pendant Atticles have been for above two 
hundred Years the Subject of much Conten- 
tion, and the Occaſions of much Confuſion 
and Miſchief. How much Blood has been 
ſpilt, how many Outrages committed even 
in this Nation upon this unconcerning Que- 
ſtion? Upon this Head therefore we freely 
declare, that The Gui Magiſtrute is the: fole' 
Fountarh! of all Poer; that there is no Rind 

or Branch of Power or Juriſdiction reallß 
diſtinct from it; and though in Compliance 
yy with 


ls 


with Cuſtom and ancient Uſage we have a- 
greed to diſtinguith, betwixt Spiritual and 
{Temporal — and Kcelefiaſtical and Civil 
* yet they rather take theſe Names 
from the — by whom they are exer- 
ciſed or the Subjects on which they are em- 
ploye I, than — the Fountain from whence 
they are derived: That the three Orders (as 
they are called) of Spiritual Magiſtrates or 
Govetnors of the Church, are in reality as 
much the Creatures of the State as the Off- 
cers of the Flet and Army, and as much 
determined by the Conditions and Limita- 
tions of their Charter, as The Lord Mayor, 
Courtsof Aldermen, and Common Council... Now 
we rcilonably and conſiſtently conclude, that 
whoever commits a Truſt, beſtows a Com- 
miſſion, - or ,. communicates a Power, has an 
abſolute. Right to determine the Lees of 
that Truſt, the Services of that Commiſſion, 
and the Exerciſe of that Power, eſpecially if 
theſe. Uſes and Services were expreſſly ſpe- 
cified as the abſolute Conditions of ; beſtow+ 
ing and receiving the ſaid Truſt, Offiocs, or 
Powers, —— This is the nl. Voice of 
Reaſon and Nature, from the ſupreme. Ma- 
giſtrate to the loweſt Operator in Wood ot 
Iron, Stone or Clay, who, if they purchaſe 
Tools of, any Sort, raiſe Fabricks, — Poſts 
or fa certainly intend, them for Uſe or 
Oman 5 or both; and if from an n 
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ful Choice of Materials, or the Ignorance of 

Artificers, they cannot be brought to anſwer 

the ſeveral Uſes and Purpoſes for which they 

were intended, and cannot poſſibly be ſo 

mended as to become either uſeful or orna- 

mental, they are either pulled, down, or left 
| to ſtand uſcleſs and neglected Monuments of 
| their own Perverſeneſs, or the Builder's Fol- 
| ly.-—Thus, for inſtance, ſuppoſe a Man were 
only to ſet up a Weathercock, or build a Wind- 
mill, which ſaid Weathercock, or Windmill, 
ſhould be ſo injudiciouſly fixed or put toge- 
ther as to grow ſtiff or ruſty, move heavily 
| or not at all, or have an irregular Motion of 
| its own, quite oppoſite to the Deſiga of the 
Builder, there is no doubt to be made, that 
they ſhould undergo ſuch Corrections and 
Amendments from more {kiltul Operators, 
ads ſhould effectually quicken, direct and re- 
3 gulate their Motions for the future, or let 
bf them ftand uſeleſs and immoveable for ever. — 
ĨJ!hbe Application, in ſhort, is no more than 
4 this, that whoſoever accepts any Truſt, Of- 
fice, or Power, is bound ꝓy all the Laws of 
g Juſtice and Prudence to exerciſe that Truſt, 
bl and cinploy that Power for the ſole. Uſe and 
+6 Benefit, and by the ſole Direction of ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons: from whom he acknow- 
ledges and proſeſſes, he received them, which 
muſt neceſſarily produce an Uniformity of 
Fo mann and abſolute Submiſſion to their 


Patrons, 
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Patrons; Superiors, and Directors, and prevent 
all that Oppoſition and Confuſion that muſt 
ariſe from acting without or againſt ſuch Di- 
rection, upon the Preſumption of private 
Judgment, Perſuaſion, or any pretended 
Scruples or Principles whatſoever; and that 
on uniform Submiſſion and Obedience, and 
Unanimity of Conduct, the Peace and Har- 
mony of Societies nd, who can deny ? 
This is tFzrefore the eſt Way of ſolving 
ſeveral -' Difficulties, and reconciling — 
Contradictions, which can on no other Prin- 

ciples be xplained or underſtood.  _ 

But our Abilities in Controverſy are never 
ſo effectually diſplayed as when the Debate 
lyes entirely between ourſelves. We give and 
take, and chuſe to allow any thing to ſhorten 
the Diſpate, and conſent to cut the Knot 
which c/nnot without Difficulty be untied. 
A remar cable Inſtance of this I remember 
upon a Queſtion of the laſt Conſequence, be- 
twixt an' honeſt North Briton, a Doctor of 
_ Phyſick and Profeſſor of Botany, and a Few 
who taught Hebrew in the ſame Univerſity. 
They were a Couple of merry Fellows, and 
dear Botfle-Companions. As they were re- 
joicing one Night over a Bottle of old Port, 
ſays the Doctor, Dear Rabbi, thou art an 


3 honeft Heart, I love thee dearly ; but I ſbould 


love thee, better if thou wert of my Religion. 
Why (quoth the Rabbi) 7 fancy there is no 
Wo . 


L! 


great Difference betwixt thy Religion and mine, © 


, we were to come to an Explanation. Why 
(says the Doctor) thou art no Chriſtian. No, 
( faid he) but if you could give me a good 
Reaſon for my Converſion, 'you ſhall find me 
very ready to ſubmit to it. Upon which the 
Doctor calls for a Bible, and reads him ſeve- 
ral Paſſages out of the New Teſtament. But 
(fays the Rabbi) his is mo Argument to us 
Jews, who do not acknowledge your New Te- 
ament. Upon which the good Doctor, 
ſtarting with Horror and Surprize, cries, 
How ! —— bat] dare you deny our New 
Teſtament! Yes, (ſays the Few.) Why then 
(ſays he, with a vehement Oath) by — 1 
deny your Old. Tt is all Lies and Nonſenſe. 
T have lately read a Story there of Sampſon #1/- 
ling a thouſand Men with the Faw-Bone of an 
Aſs. — The Faw-Bone of a T—., To be 
fure it is as great a Lie as ever was told. 
Their Arguments were now at an End, they 
look d gravely at each other for about a Mi- 
nute, when the Doctor taking the Rabbi by 
5 Hand, Come, (ſays he) we are both honeſt 
len and good Friends, what ſgniſies diſputing ? 
Zet us have t other Bottle and to pay. So 
faid, fo done. They drank off their Bottle, 
1 58 good Friends, and never had the kaſt 
Diſpute or Queſtion about Religion ever af- 
ter. See here a Controverſy that had divided 
the World ſo many hundred Years, and pro- 
. 9%. To «1 Fin 


. | 
duced ſo :nany thouſand Volumes, comprormmiſ- 
ed at once with no other Conſequence than 
other Bottle and to pay. Could every Re- 
ligious Diſpute be fo eaſily decided, we ſhould 
quickly he all of a Mind, and all the World 
of one Religion. Ad. 
Another Time I remember we were at a 
Family Clab, which was kept at the Bull- 


Head in the Borough, (which ſome People f 


more Wit than Manners, in Contempt of our 
Family, uſed to call the Calves-Head-Club;) 
one of the Company, who affected to be 
thought wiſer and better than the reſt, be- 
gun to talk about Religion, upon which his 
next Neighbour interrupted him. Pritbee 
Peter, (ys he) dont thee pretend to talk a- 

bout- Religion, Lam fure thou knoweſt nothing 
of the Matter. I will lay thee a Guinea thou 
canſt not Jay the Lord's Prayer. Done! ſays 
the other; and up he gets, and with an au- 
dible Voice repeats the Creed from the Be- 
ginning to the End, without miſſing a ſingle 
Word. Upon which his Adverſary, hftie 
up his Hands in great Surprize, Well (faid he 
did not imagine he could have done it, but I 
2 on T have loft my Mager, to which the 
awhole by Goin aſjented. Now had this hap- 
pened id any other Company, ten to one but 
it had produced another Wager, or a Quar- 
rel, or perhaps a Duel; but we put a Stop 
to any further Explanation, by declaring one 
1 G 2 and 
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and all, that as we met together purely to be 
merry, talking, "eſpecially about Reli on, did | 

but ſpoil Compau y. 9 
If on #heſe Confdiratibns we 1040 ont 
Merit to plead; we have greater yet behind, 
Politicks are our Maſter- Piece: And I will 
venture to affirm, that our preſent Proſperity, 
Wealth and Power, by which we are en- 
abled to hold the Balance and direct the 
Councils of Europe, have been entirely owing 
to the exquiſite Foreſight, and dextrous Con- 
duct of our Family. Tis true, we have long 
been out of Play, and are univerſally decried 
by the late and preſent Poſſeſſors of Power. 
But let me tell them, that had we not con- 
ducted Publick Meaſures when we were in 
Power, by a Set of Maxims, and Rules of 
Policy entirely our on, Great Britain had 
never ſeen ſo many Ghrious 'T, reaties, Con- 
greſſes, — Negotiations, Alliances, 
Secret Expeditions, Preventive Meaſures, Tem- 
22 Expedients, Ways and Means, - &c.— 
&c. - &c. as are the Glory of the preſent 
_ and will be the Wonder of the next; 
the bleſſed Effects of which are too well ſeen, 
felt, heard and underſtood to need any fur- 
ther Explanation, I ſhall only add what I 
am able to prove by authentick Evidence, that 
. whateyer Laurels have already been, or ſhall 
hereafter, be gathered by us or our Poſterity 
on any Part of the Continent, were planted 


by 
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by the Hands of our Tlluftrious Predeceſſors. 
And as it is an undeniable Truth, that he 
who planted the Tree has more Merit than 
they that gather the Fruit; and they who 
ſow the Seed, than they who reap the Crop; 
ſo the certain Concluſion is this, that who- 
ever wins, or whoever loſes, the Merit and 
Glory will be entirely our own, and that too 
with ſome advantageous Circumſtances which 
could never have happened in any Hands but 
ours. It is/ univerſally agreed, that the Honour 
of any Action riſes in Proportion to the Diffi- 
culty or Danger that attends it; and that a 
Contempt of Difficulties and Dangers is an 
Argument of ſuperior Courage, Conduct, or 
both. He who from a Contempt of his Ene- 
my, and a juſt Senſe of his own Strength and 
Courage, gives him unneceflary Advantages, 

departs: from a good Situation, that the other 
may poſſeſs himſelf of it, ſupplies him with Mo- 
ney, Ammunition and Proviſions, and makes 
him in every Reſpect as and for- 
midable as he can, only to ; have the Pleaſure 
and Hondur of beating him under all theſe 
Diſadvantages, ſhews a Greatneſs of Soul, and 
Exceſs of Courage, ſeldom found but in our 
Family. I — 5 when I was at School, 
there was nothing more common than for # 
brave Lad to 2 a contemptible Enemy 
with one Hand tied behind him; and I re- 
member one who carried the Point of He- 
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1. Joo 
roiſm ſo far as to challenge one of equal 
Strength with both his Hands tied behind 
him; by which he got ſo hearty a Drabbing, 
as I dare ſay he will never forget, if he ſhould 
live to the Age of Merthuſelah. — There is a 
Relation of ours, a very honeſt Fellow, one 
Fohn Bull, Grandſon to the famous Man of 
that Name, whoſe Memoirs are written by 
one of the beſt Pens in Europe. He was 
bred a Clothier in the Weſt of England, was 
in top Buſineſs, and might, if he pleaſed, have 
purchaſed the whole Country round him: 
Bat he had received ſuch a Tincture of He-. 
roiſm from his Mother, who was a Welch 
Heireſi, that, like Hercenles, he diſcovered an 
Inclination for kicking and cuffing even in 
his Cradle. When he was at School, Cock 
fighting and Bull-baiting were His chief De- 
light ; there was not a Wake or a Revel 
round the Country, here there was any hope 
of getting a laced Hat or a broken Head, but 
he was ſure to be at it. If any of his School 
fellows had a Quarrel upon their Hands, he 
always put in to be a Second, or rather than 
fail, to be a Principal; ſo that for ſeven 
Years together he ſcarce ever flept in a whole 
Skin, or ever made a publick Appearance 
without a black Eye, or a Plaiſter or two up- 
on his Face; and yet in all other Reſpets 
he was as honeſt, a generous, compaſſionate, 
good-natur'd Fellow as ever trod on Shoe of 
BE Leather. 
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Leather. What contributed a good deal to 
this military Turn, was the Accounts that he 
had heard — read, and the Monuments he 
had ſeen of the Heroes of his Family. There 
were, it ſeems, no leſs than three or four Do- 

zen of laced * hung round the Hall which 
had been wol at different Times at Back- 
Sword, Wreſt ing, or Boxing by ſome of 
his Anceſtors ; and he could not bear the 
Thoughts of diſgracing his Kindred, eſpeci- 
ally his Welob. Relations, by being leſs brave 
and intrepid than they. I cannot omit one 
merry Adventure that befel Jobn in the Be- 
ginnings of his Knight-Errantry, which had 
like to have ſpoiled him for a Hero ever 
after: He had been out one Evening, a. little 


Pot-valiant, and greatly wanted an 

nity of ſhewing his Manhood, and exerting 
a little of his military Fury upon ſomebody 
or other; but as it was late, and the few 
People he met about the Streets ſeemed more 
inclined to go to Bed than to Loggerheads, he 
could find no room for Adventures; at: laſt 
happening to ſpy a Butcher's Maſtiff lying 
_ faſt aſleep at his Maſter's Door, he kneels 
down, and taking one of his Ears between 
his Teeth, he gave him ſuch a confounded 
Gripe, that throughly awaked the Dog, who 
returned the (Civility. in his Way ſo heartily, 
that poor Jabs was obliged to cry out and a- 
larm ihe Ne who quickly ran 
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to his Aſſiſtance. The rueful Figure he made; 
cover'd with Blood and Dirt, and the unſa- 
vory Scent that proceeded from a certain Part 
of his Perſon, produced as much Laughter in 
ſome, as Pity. in others; but the ſtinking 
Hero, whoſe Courage was by this Time pret- 
ty well cooled, begins a pitiful ſnivelling Story 
of the Dog's falling upon him as he was paſ- 
ſing quietly through the Streets, and how 
unjuſtifiable a Thing it was that ſuch a Dog 
ſhould be ſuffered to run looſe about the 
Streets in the Night. The ſame Thing (quoth 
John) might have happened to any of you as 
well as to me. To which they all aſſented, 
and the poor Cur was immediately truſs'd up 
for a Breach of the Peace, whilſt Fohn ſneak'd 
Home to get Plaiſters and clean Linen. 
When he firſt came into Trade, he had 
the faireſt Opportunity of making a great For- 
tune, and railing a great Eſtate, that any Man 
of his Circumſtances ever had : But his Neigh- 
bours, who envied his Proſperity, and knew 
his blind Side, were perpetually blowing up 
his natural Vanity, and flattering his military 
Pride, in order to make their own Advan- 
tage, by his neglecting the proper Buſineſs of 
his own Profeſſion; which they effectually 
did, and have been every Day improving to 
the Ruin of his Fortune, and the completing 
of their own, Within a few Years, there was 
publick Notice given in ſome of the News 
6 N , Papers 
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Papers of 4 great Trial at Back- ſword for 
ſomething ibout the Value of a Crown, or 
ſome ſuch Matter, but it was in a ſtrange 
Country, a great way off, where John had 
no more Perſonal or Family Concern, than at 
Bagdat, or Feruſalem. But when Honour 
calls, even Love itſelf (much more the paul- 
try Articles of Trade and Intereſt) muſt give 
way. He could not reſiſt the Call; he mort- 
gaged his Eſtate, pulled down the greateſt 
Part of his Looms, and diſcharged the great- 
eſt Part of his Workmen, only leaving ſome 
few to keep up the Face of Buſineſs, and 
prevent any Suſpicions of his being quite gone 
off, and away goes he. — He enter'd the 
Ring among the reſt, and after many a ſore 
Bang, was ſo lucky as to win the Prize; 
which, with his wonted Generoſity, he be- 
ſtowed uptn one of the Combatants, who 
pronounced him the braveſt Lad that ever ap- 
cared upon the Field, and made him a Pre- 


5 ſent of half a Dozen Silk Handkerchiefs ; 


which, like the Standards in Ser- Hall, 
are hung round his Bed-chamber, as the Mo- 
numents of his tranfcendent Courage, Gene- 
roſity, and: Wiſdom. In his Abſence, you 
may imagine, all Things went to wreck at 
Home; fofhe of his Labourers were hanged, 
ſome tranſported, and a great many taken in- 

to the Seryice of his Neighbours,” Who had 
not neglected fo fair an Opportunity of worm- 
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1 
ing him almoſt out of every Branch of his 
Trade. Several of his Tenants broke, and 


the Poor Rates, and other Taxes, and the In- 


tereſt upon his Mortgage, eat out the whole 
Income of his Eſtate. In ſpite of all theſe 
Diſcouragements, he ſuffered not his noble 
Courage to be caſt dbaen, but reſolved to buſtle 


through it as well as he could, and try to re- 


pair his Loſſes by ſtriking into ſome new 
Branch of Trade, or recovering the old. The 
Perſon, who thought himſelf injured in this 
Affair, bore John a ſecret Grudge ever ſince, 
and did him many private ill Offices, which 
his honeſt Heart could never believe to be 1n- 
tended, and therefore ought not to be return- 
ed, whilſt all the Forms and Expreſſions of 
Cordiality were punctually kept up between 
them. However, at laſt he found out that 
he had in many Inſtances been very ill uſed - 


by his well-bred ceremonious Neighbour, and 


{ſent him word that he ſhould take a proper 
Time and Manner of ſhewing his Reſentment _ 
of ſuch treacherous Conduct. — But being 
informed that the poor Devil was half ſtarved 
with Hunger and Cold, and not able to make 
a manly Reſiſtance, but muſt tamely and 
cowardly be knock'd o' the Head, if he were 
not in better Plight before they came to a 


Trial of Skill; Honeſt Fohn, who had the 


Heart of an Emperor, and was not more 
ſtout than merciful, ſcorn'd to take any un- 
generous 


'F Mi 


_ generous Advantages even of an Enemy; he 
thought there was no Honour to be got by 
drawing upon a naked Man, demoliſhing a 
Man of Clouts, or killing an Enemy that 
was already half killed to his Hands, he there- 
fore geneouſly ſent ' him as much Wool as 
would clothe himſelf and his Family for a 
hundred Generations ; and for fear he ſhould 
not know what to do with it when he had 
got it, he ſent him ſome of his beſt Work- 
men to manage it for him to the beſt Advan- 
tage; and at the ſame time ſent him great 
Quantities of Proviſions of all Sorts, ſuch as 


Wheat, Beef, Pork, Butter, &c. to feed and 


fatten him for the Slaughter, that he might 
be worth killing. At the ſame that this cun- 
ning artful Perſon was fo generouſly treated 
by his Adverſary, he affected to be thought 
very ſenſible of the Obligation, which he en- 
deayoured to acknowledge by making ſome 
Preſents in Return. But what were they ? 
Why truly ſome choice Liquors which were 
to be taken by way of Drams, which he 
knew would intoxicate and enervate him, in 
Proportion to his own Increaſe of Strength 
and Vigour; and ſome flimſy Pieces. of Silk 
to make Clothes and Pincuſhions for his Wife 
and Dapghters, which he was ſure would 
turn their Heads by flattering their Vanity, 
and put them out of Love with their own 
Home-ſpun Manufactures, by which they em- 
0 1 - & © ployed 
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ployed their poor Neighbours, and enriche 
themſelves. — He reckons that in a few 
Months Time, they ſhall be pretty equally 
match'd; and then he has given him to un- 
derſtand, he muſt expect to hear from him 
in a proper Manner. He propoſes to give 
him at firſt a handſom Breathing, and a fair 
Opportunity of ſhewing his Dexterity and 
Courage to the beſt Advantage; then, to ſhew 
his Contempt of his Enemy, and his own 
ſuperior Strength and Cunning, he deſigns to 
throw away his Arms, and knock him down 
with his Fiſt, with as much Eaſe, and in as 
ſhort a Time, as a hungry Man could ſwal- 
low a poach'd Egg, or an Oiſter. So done, 
he will have hun embowelled, and embalmed 
upon the Spot, and then, bring him Home 
in Triumph, to be ſhewn as a Sight, whilſt 
the Thing is a Novelty, and then to be ſet 
up like an Egyptian Mummy in a Glaſs-caſe 
at the Val Bad of his Dining-room, to be 
a perpetual Memorial of his Wiſdom and Va- 
lour to all Generations. | | 

His Friends, who know. the honeſt Fel- 
low's romantick Turn, adviſe him to ſtick to 
his Buſineſs and let him alone, But he, like 
a true Hero, juſtly and bravely replies, Shall 
it ever be faid, that the Grandſon of the L- 
lufirions John Bull prefers the ignominious 
Eaſe and Indolence of Peace, before the glo- 
rious Toils of War, and Trophies of Victory! 
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Is it not the Voice of the whole Nation, that 
there is more real Glory in a laced Hat and 
Cockade, pod a Regimental Dreſs, even with 
an empty Pocket, than in the plain homely 
Dreſs of ihe richeſt Clothier in- the Country ? 
Do not our wiſe and honourable Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament, do not all the Ladies in 
Great Britain ay the ſame? What an in- 
ſipid Creature is a plain honeſt Country 
Gentleman? What an aukward Figure does 
he cut in a Drawing Room, at a Ball, at an 
Aſſembly, when compared with the erect 
Gait, the intrepid Front, the piercing Eye, 
the elevat d Cheſt, the firm Step, the en- 
chanting Air, the irreſiſtible Dreſs of a mili- 
tary Hero? On him fo terrible, and yet ſo 
amiable, every lovely Eye is fixed, for him 
every gentle Heart ſighs, and ſnowy Boſom 
heaves with Rapture; for him alone the un- 
experienced Virgins pine, and even amorous 
old Maids and Widows languith. © Happy ſhe 
whom he, deigns to diſtinguiſh by à Side 
Glance; Happier ſhe, whom he ſurveys with 
Attention, to whom he opens his bewitching 
Mouth, og Gold Snuff-Box ; but thrice happy 
ſhe whor he approaches with Reverence, 
whole tender trembling Hand he gently preſ- 
ſes, and leads her out tranſported with Joy, 
and covered with Bluſhes, to be the Miſtreſs 
of his Charms for that Evening, and the 
Envy of | the whole Circle for that W 
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Ts not this true? (ſays John.) I therefore do- 
clare, that if 1 had ten thouſand Sons, I would 
breed them all to the Army; and if. I could 
not find Employment for them at Home, I 
would let them out to Hire a la mode de 
Suiſſe, Sc. Well faid ! honeſt John; well 


fare thy Heart. Thou wert born a Hero, 


and art determined to die in thy Calling. — 
I beg Pardon for dwelling ſo long upon the 
Hiſtory of this honeſt Fellow, but he is the 
Miniature of the greateſt Heroes of our Fa- 
mily ; for by the felf-ſame generous, honour- 
able, diſintereſted Maxims are we all direct- 


ed from the higheſt to the loweſt. I had 


many curious and ſecret hiſtorical Remarks 


upon this Head of political Conduct, which I 


intended to publiſh, but am happily prevent- 
ed by the judicious Labour of the learned 
Dr. Humphrey Jobber, who has compoſed an 
uſefu] and excellent Treatiſe, which he calls 
An Anatomical Diſſection of the Body Poli- 
tick, in a Method entirely new, illuſtrated 
with a great Variety of Copper-Plates : To 
which will be added, An Appendix upon Po- 
litical Architefture, where the Publick may 
expect ſeveral entertaining and ſurpriſing Diſ- 


coveries. I beg leave to mention only one, 


the Root and Foundation of an entire new 
Syſtem. Lit. - ot 
Your Lordſhip cannot but know, that ſe- 


veral conceited ſyſtematical Writers have aſ- 


ſerted 
4 
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ſerted that there is a juſt and proper Anal 
betwixt he Body N 3 * Pop 
tick; that as the firm and regular Structure 
and Diſpoſition of the Stamina, the Strength 
and Cleanneſs of the Veſſels, the Purity and 
Tenuity of the Fluids, their free and un- 
interrupted Circulation, a ſtrong nervous 8y- 
ſtem, a due Concoction, Secretion, and Diſ-— 
tribution of the nutritious Juices into the Ha- 
bit and Conſtitution, are the Foundation and 
Support of natural Health and Vigour; ſo 
ſomething analogous to it would be the 
Health, the Soundneſs, the Vigour, the Liſe 
of the Body Politick, Now this ingenious 
Author has diſcovered this to be all a Miſ- 
take, that there is no Kind of Analogy or 
Reſemblance whatſoever betwixt the one and 
the other ; but, on the contrary, that That 
which would be the Life of the one, would 
be the Deſtruction of the other; that the 
Body Politick could not poſſibly ſubſiſt with- 
out certain periodical Paroxyſms, or intermit- 
ting Fermentations, for which the State- 
Phyſicians have an infallible Specifick, which 
operates in the Way of an Opiate or Anodyne 
Draught; that uncorrupt Juices would be the 
Death of the Patient; that their eaſy gentle 
Motion through clear and unobſtructed 'Paſ- = 
ſages, weuld certainly produce a Lethargy ; 
and that therefore it is abſolutely neceflary 
to keep up a perpetual Ferment in the od, 
Yi and 
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and Itch in the Skin, in order to keep the 
Patient awake, by giving him the perpetual 
Pleaſure of Scratching. For the ſame Rea- 
ſon ſcorbutick Eruptions, ulcerous, and ehe- 
cially ſcrophulous Sores, Fractures, and Dillo- 
cations are in ſome critical Con junctu res ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary both for the Patient and 
the Phyſician, as they are Trials of the Good- 
neſs of his Temper, and the Strength of his 
Conſtitution, and at the ſame time give Em- 
ployment and Bread to numberleſs Retainers 


to the Faculty, who in a State of abſolute 


Eaſe and Tranquillity muſt be forced to take 
to the Highway, or ſome ſuch- like honour- 
able Employment to keep themſelves from 
ſtarving. 

But there is another Advantage of poli- 
tical Corruption, e deſerves a very par- 
ticular Conſideration, . that the Proſperity 
and Encreaſe of the Body depends upon it. 
It is a well-known Maxim of Philoſophy, 
That the Corrupticn of one natural Bodv ts 
the Generation of another; but in the politi- 


cal World, the Corruption of one is often the 


Generation' of Thouſands, How many new 
Laws, new Powers, few Magiſtrates, new - 
Officers, ne are produced by every 
new Corruption? Now as all Officers and 
Magiſtrates, all People of Authority, Rank, 


and Power in the political Body, are of in- 


finitely more Contequence to the Publick than 
the 


[ 57 ] 

the common Herd, the Beaſts of the People, 
ſo it may at an Average be computed, that 
every Oficer, Commiſſioner, or Magiſtrate, 
eſpecially if he rides in his Coach, and has a 
Seat in Parliament, is more in Weight and 
Value than a Thouſand Sturdy Beggars, or 
Rabble of Mankind ; and if any of theſe 
ſhould, for their ſpecial Services in After 
Times (for I mean not the preſent Genera- 
tion) be called up to the other Houſe, and 
be created your Lordſhip's Peers, they would 
be in the ſame millecuple Proportion greater, 
and wiſer, and better than they were before, 
or could any other ways have been. To this 
therefore it is entirely owing, that many have 
been formerly, and will hereafter be ſhining 
in Courts, commanding in Armies, and ha- 
_ rangning or voting at leaſt in Senates, who 
in an uncorrupt Generation had lived and 
dyed in Obſcurity, uſeleſs Members of the 
Commonwealth, neither regarded whilſt liv- 
ing, nor lamented nor remembered when 
dead. But to proceed — An equal Diſtri- 
bution of the nutritious Juices, which is the 
Health and Life of the Natural Body, would 
in the Body Pobtick Lare an unnatural 

Equality among the Members, and deſtroy 
that neceſſary Subordination and Subjection, 
which the ignoble owe to their noble and 
honoutable Superiors. — But, the Difference 
is no where more obſervable, than in the Op 
| 1 25: 0 
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of a Plethora, or loaded Habit. This, in the 
Natural Boch, is always attended by Weari- 
neſs, Oppreſſion of Spirits, Want of 3 1 8 
and Inclination to vomit, and can only 
cured by Evacuations and Abſtinence: 855 
in the Political, the Caſe is quite otherwiſe, 
the Symptoms are entirely different. It is 
obſervable that the Appetite always encreaſes 
in Proportion; that the Patient, inſtead of 
being heavy, languid, and unactive, is ten 
times more active, vigilant, meddling, and in- 
quiſitive, even to a Degree of ſaucy Imper- 
tinence; and that to evacuate or refund would 
be next to immediate Death. Were a Phy- 
ſician, or even a Committee of the College, but 
to propoſe ſuch a Method of Cure, the very 
Mention would infallibly throw the Patient 
into Convulſions, if not a Deliguium or Di- 
ſtraction, cum multis aliis, &c. 

In the Appendix upon Political Architec- 
ture, there are ſeveral very curious and uſe- 
ful Diſcoveries, ſome of which I ſhall briefly 
touch upon by way of Specimen, In com- 
mon Architecture, every body knows that 
deep and ſolid Foundations are abſolutely + 
neceſſary for erecting a ſubſtantial and du- 
rable Building; that the Materials ſhould be 
the yery beſt in their Kind, and the Work- 
men the very beſt that could be procured for 
Love or Money. Particularly in our own 
Fountry we ſhould uſe Good ENGLISH 

h OAK, 
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OAK, Good FREE STONE, hewn, 
ſquared; and put together by FREE and 
ACCEPTED MASONS; but in po- 
litical Architecture, this worthy Author - 
diſcovered that the beſt and cheapeſt Way is 
to lay the Foundation upon the Surface, that 
in the Contignation (as the learned Doctor 
calls it) there is no manner of Occaſion for 
Oak, or any ſuch inflexible ſturdy Timber, 
that an /orry Sticks of Wood that are fit for 
nothing elſe may ſerve quite as well, if they 
be but pliable, and admit of being bent ta 
any Form or Purpoſe, the Undertaker ſhall 
require; that in the Stone- Work there is no 
manner of Occaſion for the Expence of Free- 
Stone, of hewing, or ſquaring, or dreffing 
any Sort of Stone will do quite as well, nor 
will any Obliquity of Shape, or Inequality of 
Surface make them leſs uſeful ; all will de- 
nd upon their Poſition, and the Cement 
that hoids them together. He has by long. 
and repeated Experiments found out, that 
common Dirt, duly prepared, makes the beſt 
Cement in the World, which may be eaſily 
tempered into a viſcous or glutinous Conſiſ- 
tence ; that Stones of any Figure, globular or 
angular, laid deep in ſuch a Bed, fall of 
courſe into their proper Places by à Sort of 
magnetick Attraction or Gravitation; and af- 


ter lying a proper Time in a very warm Sun 


ſhine, without being moved or * 
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by any officious Pretenders to Symmetry, 
Proportion, and Order, will form a Cruft or 
Stuke like the Walls of Babylon, with a Sur- 
face as impenetrable as a Crocodile's Skin, a 
Miſer's Heart, or a Whore's Forehead. As 
therefore the whole Affair lyes in collecting 
and packing Sticks and Stones and Dirt to- 
gether, and that FREE and ACCEPT- 
ED MASONS ſcorn (forſooth) to be em- 
ployed in ſuch dirty Work, it has been found 
by Experience, that the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant Labourers, not only do it quite as 
well, but a great deal better. Both theſe 
curious Pieces are intended to adorn the above- 
mentioned Collection. | 


I fear 1 have tired your Lordſhip's Patience 
by this tedious Letter, but humbly beg leave, 
before I conclude, to do Juſtice to the Me- 
mory of my eyer-honoured Uncle Sir Fran- 

cis, who has been publickly expoſed upon 
the Stage as well as in Print, to the Laugh- 
ter and Contempt of People not half fo wiſe 
and honeſt as himſeif; and I can hardly for- 
ive our ungrateful Kinſman Colley Cibber, 
Eſq; for ſuch an unnatural Abuſe of his beſt 


Friends, and neareſt Relations. Whether he | 


were betrayed into this ridiculous Conduct by 
Ignorance, or Affectation, I cannot deter- 
mine ; but am told by ſome of his Acquain- 
tance, that it was entirely owing to the lat- 

| 9 der 
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ter; that When bel is among his merry Com- 
panions, he always takes care to diſclaim any 
Kind of Relation to the Family. But this 
is not only an idle but an impudent Attempt, 
ſince the whole Nation is fully convinced of 
the contrary ; but, however, as he has on 
ſome other Accounts behaved properly, and 
done Hogour to his Lineage, I ſhall _ 
adviſe hit 1 to offend no more, nor 
any of his unſeaſonable Jokes upon thoſe to 
whom he owes all the Intereſt and Credit, 
he has in the World. I ſhall only endea- 
vour to vindicate the IIluſtrious Character 
which He has abuſed, and ſhew that ma 
of thoſe who pretend to make him and 4 hi 
Family the Subject of their Mirth and Laugh- 
ter, hive acted the very ſame, and ſome of 
them a more ridiculous Part than he. 
The plain Fact, in ſhort, was this: As he 
was a very good-natur'd honeſt Gentleman, 
of a chearful Diſpoſition, and ſociable Tem- 
per, ſo he affected above all Things (as Mrs. 
Motherly te ls him) to be popular in his Coun- 
try; and as he took particular Care to have 
his Cellars well ſtored, no wonder that Bum- 
per Hall was the conſtant Reſort of all the 
honeſt merty Fellows, eſpecially of his own _ 


Kindred, who whilſt they were drinking his 
Liquor, had good Senſe and good Manners 
enough to ass his ſuperior Underſtand- 

ng, og his Jokes, and bow low to his 


Honour. 
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Honour. And as People of his tranſcendent 
Genius and Quality are generally above the 
low mercantile Taſte for Figures and Calcu- 
lations, and the unpopular Arts of Oeconomy 
and Frugality, no wonder that he hurt his 
Fortune, and (as himſelf confeſſes) run his 
Eſtate a little aw? at Elbows ; and in order 
to mend his Affairs, got himſelf Elected 
(Returned J ſhould ſay, but it is much the 
fame thing) to a Seat in Parliament, in hopes 
of retrieving his Eſtate by ſome beneficial 
Place or Penſion, for which he was as well 
qualified as many whom your Lordſhip re- 
members to have played the ſame Game with 
better Succeſs. — My Lady, good Woman, 
was in a different way of thinking ; Sots 
and Drunkards were her Averſion, having 
always - obſerved that they were a muddy 
thick-ſkuil'd Generation, without Taſte or 
Appetite for any earthly Thing beſides. But 

ning to meet the accompliſh'd Count 
Baſſet at York Races, ſhe was ſtruck with 
Admiration at the Sight of a Perſon ſo dif- 
ferent from that Race of Animals, ſhe had 
uſed to converſe with. His graceful Perſon, 
his eaſy Manner, his familiar Addreſs, his 
flowing Eloquence, his polite Expreſſion in- 
ſpired her with ſomething more than com- 
mon Eſteem for an 1uftrious Stranger, who 
had ſaid more fine Things to her in one 
Evening, than her dear Sir Francis had faid 


1 
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in ſeven Years before, or was like to fay in 
ſeven Years after. No wonder therefore 75 
ſhe had a longing Deſire to ſee the Place 
where ſuch fine Gentlemen were bred, and 
where ſhe had Hopes at the ſame Time of 
repairing the 3 as well as mending 
the Manners of the Family. Miſs Jenm, 
who inherited her Mother's Taſte, and was 
improving very faſt upon her Plan, Example, 
and Inſtruction, was overjoyed to think of 
changing her Situation, and removing from 
the unbred Chnverſation of Country Squires, 
who could talk for Hours together of the 
Beauties and Excellencies of a favourite Horſe 
or Dog, whilſt they were utterly inſenſible 
of thoſe growing Charms which her faith- 
ful Glaſs aſſured her would in a leſs barbar- 
ous Country quickly make her the Admira- 
tion of our Sex, and the Envy of her own ; 
not to mention the lively Hope, ſhe enter- 
tained, that fome of thoſe tender Things, 
which the amorous Count was throwing a- 
way upon her Mamma, might in a little 
Time fall to 45 Share, who better deſerved 
them, and had a much better Reaſon 25 <3 
pect them. — Whilſt the hopeful 89 
Richard, the Heir Apparent to the Wilen 
and Honours df the F amily, came into the 
Scheme p pure for Fun, in hopes of ſeeing 
the Lions, the Monuments, and the fine 


Laſſes, boa he had ſo often heard the well- 


bred 
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bred Count toaſt with Rapture. — Now 
pray, my Lord, what was there in this whole 
Conduct either criminal or ridiculous ? He 
had as much Zeal and as much Merit. as 
Some, whom your Lordſhip. remembers to 
have made no ſmall Figure in the World; 
and if he could have been ſo happy as 
to do the ſame, who could blame him? 
But if neither the Diſtreſſes of his Family, 
his clamorous Debts, the Importunity of 
his affectionate Spouſe, nor the better Edu- 
cation of his two lovely hopeful Infants, 
could be thought a ſufficient Juſtification of 
his Conduct, what ſhall be faid for thoſe, 
who with Fortunes entirely caſy, and ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer all the rational Purpoſes of 
Life, have quitted their Paterpal Seats. and 
Eſtates, where they might live with Dignity 
and Eaſe, to dangle for. Years together after 
a Court, doing the Drudgery, and licking 
the Spittle of every Man in Power, in hopes 
of procuring —— —— —— they knew. not 
what — —— —— they knew not when? 


No, if ſuch Conduct as this muſt be ridi- 
culed by an impertinent Play-Writer, as the 


diſtinguiſhing Folly of our Family, he will 
find to his Confuſion that we are a more 
numerous Corps than he imagined; and if 
we ſhould all agree to deſert the Houſe eyery 
Time his Nonſenſe. is acted, I can aſſure him, 
he would have but a thin Andiepor, en 

| arce 


(s 

ſcarce receive 4 55 to pay for his Candles. 
We-are (as I ſaid before) not only a nu- 
2 Family, but well-allied and well- 
pported, and particularly temarkable for 

—  inviolible Regard for the Family Inte- 
reſt, and in rable Attachment to each o- 
thee; and whdever was fool-hardy enough 
to provoke us, was ſeldom — to get 
much by the Bargain. Whoever attempted 
to be — and, yitty upon any one of the 
Family, might as well have thruſt his Head 
ihto:'a Hornets Neſt; he was ſure to have 
us all about his: Ears, and to be worried out 


of his Fame and Patience, if not out f 


Life. The Cry, we were fure to raiſe upon 
him, was as lot d and extenſive/as our united 
Inteteſt could Hake it; and our Oppoſition 
to all his Schemes for auogin and Advance- 
ment in the World, was ſeldom known to be 
uiſucæeſeful. Wherever we hat any Degree of 
Intereſt or Power, / eſpecially ' the Direction of 

any dociety Exclefa/tical or Civil, we ate 
ſute to 1 it, by admittibg» none but 
Friendi and ions. Let a Man's Merit 
be ever ſo. greit, his Character ever ſo thin- 
ing in other Kelpedts, his Services, his La- 
bours, his Zeal, his Hardſhips, ever ſo ex- 
traordinary, if he cannot produce proper Cre- 
_dentials from ſome of our Friends, we are 

determined never to admit» him, left he 
RR take it in his Head to interrupt the 
K Peace 
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Peace and Harmony of the Society, and 
create Schiſms and Diſſentions among us, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of regulating 
Diſorders, and reforming Abuſes ; by whic 
Means, I think, we ſhall effectually exclude 
Interlopers and Innovators of every Sort or 
Kind. However low our Intereſt may ſeem 
at preſent, yet ſome we have; and perhaps 
more than can eafily be imagined ; which, 
by Unanimity' and Patience, we hope to im- 
prove daily. There was a Time when we 
d the Power entirely in our own Hands, 
if we could but have kept it ; But what bas 
Been, may be. And as low as we ſeem to 
'be, we may again have it in our Power to 
turn the Tables and the Laugh upon them, 
who at -preſent raiſe it upon us; and if ever 
we ſhould ſee that happy Day, we ſhall be ſure 
to take effectual Care to reſtrain the Inſolence, 
by ſtopping the Mouths and Pens of all Op- 
poſers. This alone will give us ample Satiſ- 
faction for all the Indignities, we have ſuf- 
fered, as it will effectually prevent your 
Lordſhip from ſpeaking and publiſhing, and 
our Enemies from hearing or reading what 
they call The fineſt Speeches in the Engliſh 
Tongue. 
I hope your Lordſhip will make a pro- 
per Uſe of the Hint, I have given you, and 
treat us for the future with ſo much Indul- 
: gence 
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gence at leaſt, as may give you a Title to 


our Favour, if you live to want it: 
With this Hope I beg Lay to ſubſcribe 
— myſelf, g 


ö , 
17þ 

My Loro, 

; | 

| Your LORDSH EI; 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


